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What is an Emergency Declaration?
The Montgomery County Commissioners, today, extend the declaration of the COVID-19 public health emergency and local disaster emergency, pursuant to Indiana Code §10-14-3-29, to and until 11:59 p.m. on June 15, 2020.  

What is a state of emergency? This declaration allows Montgomery County Government to temporarily step over red tape and address threats like the COVID-19 pandemic with greater flexibility.

With this declaration the procedures and formalities otherwise required by law pertaining to the performance of work, the entering into of contracts, the incurring of obligations, the employment of permanent and temporary workers, the use of volunteer workers, the rental of equipment, the purchase and distribution of supplies, materials and facilities and the appropriation and expenditure of public funds are waived. For purposes of claims, the President of the Board may approve claims and submit the claims to the Auditor for payment.

The President of the Board of Commissioners and the President of the County Council may, in accordance with the emergency management program and emergency operations plan of the County, enter into a contract or lease with the State of Indiana, accept any loan or employ personnel, and the County may equip, maintain, use, and operate any property and employ necessary personnel in accordance with the purposes for which the contract is executed and do all things and perform acts that the Governor of Indiana considers necessary to effectuate the purpose of the contract.

The Commissioners delegate to the President of the Board the authority to may make, amend and rescind orders, rules and regulations necessary for emergency management purposes and to supplement the carrying out the emergency management law that are not inconsistent with orders, rules or regulations adopted by the governor or by a state agency exercising a power delegated to it by the governor, the emergency management program and emergency operations plan of the County, and any such orders, rules and regulations have the full force and effect of law when filed in the office of the clerk of Montgomery County.

What does the Montgomery County declared state of emergency not mean? This declaration has no bearing on stay-at-home orders, travel restrictions, restrictions on retail and commercial businesses, or school closings/openings.  All of these decisions come from federal and state officials.

The Montgomery County Commissioners take the health and safety of all Montgomery County Citizens very seriously. They also understand the importance of and are sympathetic to the toll this pandemic has had and continues to have on the people of Montgomery County, their health and safety, and their ability to provide for their families. 

This Montgomery County Emergency Declaration is just a way for the government to take action quickly and to let residents know that this is a serious matter. It’s nothing more, and nothing less.
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